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Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.   1 

Constitutional  Amendment 

Nine  Cent  Per  Month  Per  Capita  Tax  Be  Made  Permanent 

The  Executive  Council  recommends  that  the  present  monthly  per  capita  tax  of 
nine  cents  (90)  per  month  be  made  permanent  for  the  following  reasons: 

1 .  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  just  as  all  business  must 
meet  the  inflationary  advances  which  occur  annually  —  roughly  about  3% 
of  gross  expenditures  which  to  the  State  Labor  Council  means  $5,000  to 
$6,000  per  year. 

2.  Increases  in  the  expenses  for  salaries,  telephone,  rent,  postage,  printing, 
travel  and  conferences  have  come  about  because  of  the  inflationary  cycle. 

3.  There  is  a  need  for  a  modern  up-to-date,  and  efficient  office. 

4.  There  is  a  need  to  maintain  established  programs  of  the  Council  and  to 
introduce  additional  projects  to  meet  the  challenge  of  our  times. 

5.  All  of  these  are  essential  to  meet  the  pressures  of  labor's  opponents  in  the 
legislative  field  —  National  Right-to-Work  Committee,  Associated  Industries 
of  Massachusetts,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  etc.  The  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  is  the  watchdog  and  police  force  at  the  State  House  and 
needs  to  retain  and  improve  the  benefit  structure  in  the  fields  of  Work- 
men's Compensation  ($45  million  in  lost  wages  recovered  in  1967),  Unem- 
ployment Compensation  (over  $35  million  in  benefits  paid  out  in  1967), 
minimum  wage  legislation,  to  improve  educational  facilities  as  well  as 
standards,  to  keep  the  taxing  process  within  the  means  of  working  men  and 
women,  and 

6.  Whereas:  COPE  needs  additional  funds  for  its  important  activities,  and 

7.  Whereas:  The  Union  Label  Committee  needs  funds  for  its  important  activi- 
ties and  should  not  conduct  solicitation  of  funds  from  the  delegates  by  the 
drawings  at  the  Convention-,  and 

8.  Whereas:  The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Annual  Conventions  passed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  providing  for  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the 
rate  of  nine  (90)  per  month,  but  limited  it  to  one  year  periods  in  each  case 
and  expiring  lanuary  1,  1971,  and 

9.  Whereas:  There  is  need  to  continue  the  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate 
of  nine  cents  (90)  per  month  instead  of  seven  (70)  and  to  make  this  a  per- 
manent part  of  the  Constitution,  now 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved:  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  first  sentence  of  Section  1,  Article  VIII  and  inserting  the  following  new 
first  sentence  in  Section  1  of  Article  VIII: 

"Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall  pay  a  monthly  per  capita  tax 
at  the  rate  of  nine  cents  (90)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues  paying  mem- 
bers; of  this  amount  one  cent  (10)  shall  be  earmarked  for  COPE  activities; 
and  one  dollar  ($1.00)  for  each  delegate  registered  at  the  annual  conventions 
of  the  Council  shall  be  earmarked  for  union  label  activities  by  the  Union 
Label  Committee." 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 
Labor  Program  for  Legislation 

Whereas:  The  labor  movement  of  Massachusetts  has  in  the  past  been  among 
the  leaders  in  the  country  in  progressive  and  liberal  legislation  and 

Whereas:  One  of  organized  labor's  principal  legislative  aims  in  the  past  has  been 
to  protect  all  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 

Whereas:  These  protections  include  disability  payments  for  all  persons  out  of 
work  as  a  result  of  sickness,  minimum  wages  and  overtime  for  all  employees,  ade- 
quate unemployment  compensation  and  workmen's  compensation  benefits  for 
workers  related  to  their  wages,  unemployment  benefits  for  persons  out  of  work 


Thirteenth  Convention 


as  a  result  of  a  labor  dispute  and  other  related  items. 

Therefore:  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Convention  endorse  the  following  legisla- 
tive program  for  filing  in  December  1970  with  roll  call  votes: 

1.  Sickness  Disability  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  illness 

2.  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result 
of  a  labor  dispute  including  lockouts 

3.  Elimination  of  many  of  the  present  exemptions  from  the  overtime  provisions 
of  the  present  state  law  and  increase  in  the  minimum  for  gratuity  employees 

4.  Decreased  waiting  period,  priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation  liability, 
and  increased  benefits  under  the  workmen's  compensation  law 

5.  Strenthening  the  law  and  further  regulating  the  fees  charged  by  private 
employment  agencies 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  3 
Improvement  in  Workmen's  Compensation 

Whereas:  the  benefits  in  Workmen's  Compensation  have  not  kept  pace  with  the 
increases  in  wages  and  the  increased  cost  of  living  as  well  as  the  extended  bene- 
fits granted  in  other  jurisdictions,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  been  unnecessary  delay  and  pile  up  of  cases  to  the  detriment 
of  the  injured  employee  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  recently  been  the  development  of  unscrupulous  practices  of 
insurance  companies  to  the  detriment  of  the  injured  workers.  Now,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorses  the  following  legislative  program  in 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  field  and  instructs  its  Legislative  Director  to  file 
the  following  legislation  to  benefit  the  injured  employee: 

1 .  Decrease  waiting  period 

2.  An  increase  in  benefits  to  meet  the  two-thirds  wage  concept 

3.  Increase  in  payments  to  injured  workers  based  on  increases  in  costs  of  living 
or  on  new  benefits 

4.  A  penalty  for  delayed  settlements  and  payments  by  insurance  companies 
including  new  benefits  as  of  the  time  of  decision  rather  than  the  injury 

5.  Priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation  liability 

6.  State  fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation 

7.  An  improved  contingency  fund  and  increased  benefits  for  aggravated  injuries 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 

AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  4 
Improved  Unemployment  Compensation 

Whereas:  Unemployment  Compensation  benefits  in  Massachusetts  have  not  kept 
pace  with  the  cost  of  living  or  wage  increases  or  the  extended  benefits  in  other 
states,  and 

Whereas:  eligibility  requirements  in  Massachusetts  have  been  unfairly  tightened, 
and 

Whereas:  Benefits  have  been  extended  in  other  states  to  new  areas  which  are  not 
fully  covered  in  Massachusetts,  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  adopt  the  following  legislative  proposals: 

1.  To  increase  to  six  weeks  the  benefits  paid  to  a  person  who  becomes  ill  while 
unemployed,  and 

2.  To  extend  benefits  for  an  additional  15  weeks,  and 

3.  To  increase  the  variable  maximum  to  two-thirds  of  the  average  industrial 
wage,  and 

4.  To  provide  benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the 
employer,  and 
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5.  Coverage  of  non-profit  institutions  in  unemployment  compensation,  and 

6.  Elimination  of  workmen's  compensation  disability  from  base  period  eligi- 
bility, and 

7.  To  liberalize  the  new  restrictive  eligibilty  requirements  of  the  law. 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 

AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5 
Clarifying  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  in  Lockout 

Whereas:  many  employees  in  Massachusetts  have  been  put  out  of  work  as  a 
result  of  a  lockout  by  their  employer,  and 

Whereas:  these  employees  have  been  denied  unemployment  compensation  bene- 
fits in  this  Commonwealth  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  approximately  18  other  States  in  the  United  States  make  provisions 
granting  unemployment  compensation  to  persons  put  out  of  work  through  no  fault 
of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  the  purpose  of  unemployment  compensation  is  to  provide  benefits  for 
persons  out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  Legislative  Director  again  to  file 
appropriate  legislation  to  remedy  this  situation  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
unemployment  compensation  benefits  to  persons  put  out  of  work  in  Massachusetts 
as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the  employer  and  to  have  a  roll  call  vote  on  this  measure. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  6 
Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas:  The  unemployment  rate  continues  to  remain  at  a  very  high  level,  and 

Whereas:  Public  response  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  unemployment  insurance 
program  has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  extension  of  benefits  in  recession 
periods,  and 

Whereas:  While  the  wage  insurance  purposes  of  the  program  are  being  neglected, 
new  problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemployment  due  to  economic  displace- 
ment and  automation  have  arisen  and  call  for  some  adoptation  of  the  unemploy- 
ment insurance  program  to  new  needs  on  a  permanent  basis.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall  continue  to  support  the  compre- 
hensive overhauling  and  improvement  of  the  unemployment  insurance  system  un- 
der a  single  federal  program.  Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the  program  can  be 
made  to  meet  more  effectively  its  purpose  through  federal  benefit  standards  and  a 
larger  federal  role  in  the  financial  structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  federal  measures  which  would  raise  the 
weekly  benefits  and  make  them  available  for  the  long  term  unemployed,  extend 
coverage  to  those  now  denied  any  wage  insurance,  and  improve  the  financial  struc- 
ture by  providing  some  measure  of  equalization  of  cost  and  broadening  of  the 
tax  base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for  the  enactment  of  federal  standards  on 
the  duration,  eligibility,  and  disqualification  provisions  of  state  laws. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  7 

Situs  Picketing 

Whereas,  the  present  labor  laws  on  the  Federal  level  discriminate  against  the 
Building  Trades  Unions  by  preventing  picketing  on  the  job  site;  and 
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Whereas,  the  present  laws  do  not  permit  unions  to  strike  against  non-union  sub- 
contractors and  in  effect  compel  union  men  to  work  alongside  non-union  men  on 
construction  projects;  and 

Whereas:  the  present  laws  are  undermining  the  fair  standards  set  up  by  the 
Building  Trades  in  the  construction  industry,  and 

Whereas,  the  late  President  Kennedy  proposed  legalizing  of  situs  picketing  in 
an  effort  to  help  the  unions  in  the  Building  Trades  field; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  delegates  at  this  13th  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  support  and  endorse  a  situs  picketing  amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  labor  laws;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  and  its  af- 
filiated unions  call  on  elected  representatives  in  Congress  and  in  the  U.  S.  Senate 
to  work  for  and  actively  support  a  common  situs  picketing  bill;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Congress- 
men and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  8 
Organizing  the  Unorganized 

Whereas:  labor  unions  have  introduced  a  form  of  industrial  democracy  into 
our  plants,  and 

Whereas:  organized  labor  has  helped  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  employees 
through  collective  bargaining  and  legislation,  and 

Whereas:  the  organized  employer  is  operating  under  fair  union  conditions  while 
his  unorganized  competitor  is  threatening  these  conditions  and  standards. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  all  its  affiliated  unions  to 
step  up  their  organizing  drives,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  all  affiliated  unions  cooperate  with  other  affiliated 
unions  as  well  as  with  the  organization  and  other  departments  of  the  National 
AFL-CIO  in  organizing  drives  in  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 
Affiliation  with  the  State  Labor  Council 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  a  state  organi- 
zation for  all  unions  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO  in  Massachusetts. 

Whereas:  It  is  the  policy  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  that  all  local  unions  and 
international  unions  affiliate  with  the  State  Labor  Council:  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  all  international  unions  to  advise  and  urge 
their  local  unions  in  Massachusetts  to  affiliate  with  and  support  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  international  unions. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   10 
Support  of  Quotas  for  Foreign  Imports 

Whereas:  The  American  workers  face  the  imminent  threat  of  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  jobs  "unless  the  Government  acts  to  prevent  imports  from  engulfing  the 
domestic  market,"  and 

Whereas:  Many  plants  in  Massachusetts  and  New  England  have  already  closed 
because  of  foreign  competition  and  imports,  and 
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Whereas:  Negotiations  with  other  countries  by  President  Nixon  to  establish 
effective  controls  on  imports  are  not  proving  successful, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  we  urge  the  enactment  by  Congress  of  bills 
directing  the  imposition  of  quotas  on  such  foreign  competitive  products  as  textiles, 
shoes,  electronic  components,  and  fishery  products  unless  further  negotiations 
prove  successful. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   11 
Tax  Reform 

Whereas:  The  federal  tax  system  has  many  inequities  and  loopholes  which  allow 
many  wealthy  persons  to  escape  their  fair  share  of  the  tax  burden,  and 

Whereas:  The  federal  surtax  merely  perpetuates  the  inequities  and  does  not 
help  the  ordinary  taxpayer,  and 

Whereas:  Tax  reform  is  way  overdue  including  the  elimination  of  the  mineral 
depletion  allowance,  tax  free  bonds,  capital  gains,  stock  options,  fast  depreciation 
write-offs  and  similar  loopholes  condemned  by  the  AFL-CIO. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorse  the  principle  of  tax 
reform  and  urge  Congress  to  pass  a  meaningful  tax  reform  bill  to  close  up  the 
present  loopholes,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  National  AFL-CIO  and 
to  the  Congressmen  and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   12 
War  on  Poverty  Including  a  $2  Federal  Minimum  Wage 

Whereas:  Both  this  State  Labor  Council  and  the  National  AFL-CIO  are  philo- 
sophically and  historically  committed  to  the  struggle  to  elevate  every  individual 
from  the  poverty-level  through  such  methods  as  organization,  decent  minimum 
wages,  adequate  and  meaningful  job-training  programs,  the  creation  of  a  reservoir 
of  jobs  in  the  public  and  private  employment  sectors,  social  security  payments 
commensurate  with  the  cost  of  living,  and  a  guaranteed  adequate  minimum  in- 
come, and 

Whereas:  The  latest  report  of  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  discloses  that 
13%  of  the  population,  more  than  one  out  of  every  eight  people  in  this  richest 
country  in  the  history  of  the  world,  continues  to  live  in  poverty;  and 

Whereas:  Recent  statements  from  Washington  sources  have  indicated  that,  while 
plans  are  under  way  to  revise  and  reshape  the  current  welfare  system,  there  will 
likely  be  no  increase  in  funding  for  the  money-starved  social  programs  that  would 
help  increase  the  income  of  poorer  people;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  pledges  its  continued  support  to  the  measures  that  would  humanize  the  wel- 
fare system  and  to  the  measures  calculated  to  reduce  poverty  in  America,  and  also 
support  the  AFL-CIO  endorsement  of  the  O'Hara  Manpower  and  Training  Bill 
(H.R.  11620)  that  has  been  co-sponsored  by  over  100  Congressmen  and  which 
would  help  provide  jobs  and  training  for  those  who  do  not  share  the  nation's 
general  affluence.  We  also  urge  the  continuation  of  the  Office  of  Economic  Oppor- 
tunity as  an  operational  agency.  In  total,  we  are  committed  to  the  support  of  those 
proposals  which  will  take  us  to  the  goals  enunciated  by  the  AFL-CIO  Executive 
Council  on  February  21,  1969,  when  in  its  statement  entitled  "Toward  Elimina- 
tion of  Poverty",  it  said  we  are  well  aware  that  there  is  no  single,  simple  answer  to 
poverty,  but  there  are  solutions.  These  solutions  are  to  be  found  in  the  creation 
of  productive  jobs  at  decent  wages,  social  insurance  providing  adequate  benefits, 
and  a  federal  welfare  program  that  brings  dignity  to  its  recipients,  and 
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Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  Convention  support  a  two  ($2.00)  dollar  per  hour  Fed- 
eral minimum  wage  for  all  employees,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Congres- 
sional delegation  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   13 
Civil  Rights 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  are  firmly 
committed  to  the  achievement,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  full  and  equal  oppor- 
tunity for  all  Americans,  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed  or  national  origin,  in  the 
areas  of  housing  education,  employment,  and  in  all  other  sectors  of  our  national 
life;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  that  the  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  take 
due  note  of  the  warnings  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mission on  Civil  Disorders  (Kerner  Commission)  that  "Race  prejudice  has  shaped 
our  history  decisively;  it  now  threatens  to  affect  our  future."  In  welcoming  the 
Report,  we  recommend  it  to  our  members,  our  friends,  and  our  neighbors  for  its 
analysis  of  how  segregation  and  poverty  have  created  in  the  racial  ghetto  a  de- 
structive environment  totally  unknown  to  most  white  Americans  and  we  condemn 
the  inactions  following  the  Kerner  Report  and  we  deplore  the  budget  cuts  by  the 
Nixon  Administration. 

Acting  in  the  sense  of  urgency  sounded  by  the  Report,  this  convention  joins 
with  national  leaders  in  religion,  labor,  social  welfare,  and  so  on,  in  expressing 
support  of  the  Commission's  action  with  respect  to  employment,  education  and 
housing  and  community  rights.  Massive  expenditures  must  be  mounted  to  aid  all 
our  fellow-citizens  so  as  to  destroy  or  overcome  the  slums  and  the  frustrations 
that  now  dominate  the  ghettoes  of  our  society.  And  be  it  further 

Resolved:  that  this  convention  renews  its  support  of  the  Freedom  Budget  and 
the  program  and  budget  of  the  Urban  Coalition.  We  recognize  that  despite  our 
commitment  to  civil  rights,  and  despite  the  substantial  beginnings  that  have  been 
made  in  ending  300  years  of  segregation,  discrimination  and  second-class  citizen- 
ship, we  have  a  long  way  to  go.  This  convention  urges  every  trade  unionist  to  ac- 
quaint himself  with  the  civil  rights  crisis  of  our  nation.  The  resources  of  our  own 
Civil  Rights  Committee,  the  Randolph  Institute,  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  and 
other  groups  are  freely  available  to  our  members  and  locals  to  plan  and  work  on 
programs  designed  to  overcome  the  results  of  racism.  As  the  Kerner  Report  warns: 
"It  is  time  now  to  end  the  destruction  and  the  violence,  not  only  in  the  streets  of 
the  ghetto,  but  in  the  lives  of  people." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   14 
Anti-Semitism  Abroad 

Whereas:  the  Free  Trade  Union  movement  is  committed  to  the  defense  of 
democracy  and  racial,  religious  and  cultural  freedom  for  all  people  throughout 
the  world;  and 

Whereas:  the  National  AFL-CIO  has  in  recent  years  noted  the  plight  of  Jews 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain  and  has  spoken  out  against  the  use  of  anti-Semitism  as  a 
political  weapon  by  the  totalitarians;  and 

Whereas:  this  shocking  and  deplorable  tactic  continues  to  manifest  itself;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved:  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  again 
condemns  Soviet  manipulation  of  anti-Semitism  to  suit  its  purposes.  We  also  con- 
demn the  government-inspired  campaign  of  anti-Semitism  in  Poland  which  is  using 
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these  people  as  a  scapegoat  for  the  problems  of  the  Communist  government.  Like- 
wise we  condemn  the  shocking  brutality  of  public  executions  of  alleged  spies  for 
Israel  and  the  CIA  by  the  government  of  Iraq.  Here  again,  as  the  Communist 
nations,  persecutions  have  been  launched  as  a  cover  for  moving  against  the  gov- 
ernment's opposition;  and  here  too  the  right  of  the  persecuted  Jews  to  emigrate 
has  been  largely  absent.  Since  simultaneous  prevention  from  participation  in  the 
political  and  economic  life  of  the  countries  in  which  they  reside  and  the  closing 
off  of  the  right  to  emigrate  from  the  nations  where  they  are  unwelcome  represents 
a  dangerous  set  of  moves  toward  denial  of  the  rights  of  survival,  we  urge  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage  the  nations 
practising  religious  persecution  to  grant  freedom  of  emigration  to  these  Jewish 
victims,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  President  Nixon, 
the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  Rogers,  and  to  the  Massachusetts  Congres- 
sional delegation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   15 
Human  Rights  Treaties 

Whereas:  The  late  Presidents  Kennedy  and  Eisenhower,  and  former  Presidents 
Truman  and  Johnson  supported  the  extension  of  America's  principles  of  liberty, 
equality  and  justice  through  this  country's  ratification  of  the  international  treaties 
on  human  rights,  including  the  international  treaty  against  genocide  or  mass  mur- 
der, which  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  ratification  over  20  years  ago  by 
President  Truman;  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  organization  as  well  as  various  religious  and 
civic  bodies  have  endorsed  these  treaties,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  reaffirms  its  support  of  the  ratification  without  further  delay  of  those  treaties 
now  pending  before  the  Senate,  i.e.,  the  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punish- 
ment of  Genocide,  the  Convention  on  the  Political  Rights  of  Women,  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  Abolition  of  Forced  Labor  and  on  Freedom  of  Association  and 
Protection  of  the  Right  to  Organize.  We  also  call  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  submit  to  the  Senate  for  advice  and  consent  to  ratify  the  Convention  on 
the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination.  We  take  this  stand  noting 
the  hypocritical  position  in  which  our  country  is  placed  when  we  affirm  these 
rights  within  our  own  borders  but  refuse  to  support  them  for  the  observance  of 
the  whole  world  through  international  treaty,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  Senators 
Kennedy,  Brooke  and  Fulbright  and  to  President  Nixon. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   16 
Aid  to  Israel 

Whereas:  There  is  a  threat  to  world  peace  by  the  crises  in  the  Middle  East 
caused  by  the  Arabs  and  their  Soviet  allies  who  are  opposed  to  Israel's  right  to 
exist,  and 

Whereas:  Israel  is  now  celebrating  her  twenty-second  anniversary  and  is 
threatened  in  her  existence  by  her  Arab  neighbors  who  are  opposed  to  her 
democracy  and 

Whereas:  Senator  Kennedy  has  called  attention  to  the  Soviet  penetration  of 
the  Middle  East  and  the  need  for  immediate  help  to  Israel  by  "the  sale  of  jets 
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in  sufficient  numbers  to  help  maintain  her  defensive  capacity  and  the  maintenance 
of  a  military  balance  vis-a-vis  her  Arab  neighbors,"  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  has  called  for  U.  S.  aid  to  Israel,  and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  last  year  expressed  its  concern 
that  the  people  of  Israel  are  being  denied  their  right  to  peace  and  safe  borders  by 
actions  of  the  Arab  states  with  Soviet  help, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  Convention  reiterate  its  support  for  a  peace- 
ful settlement  of  the  Middle  East  conflict  by  face  to  face  negotiations  between 
the  parties,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  we  support  the  sale  of  jets  to  Israel  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  our  Congressional  delegation  and  to  the  U.  S.  State 
Department. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   17 
Affiliation  Within  Labor's  Family 

We  continue  to  recognize  the  internal  weakness  which  plagues  the  operations 
of  state  and  local  central  bodies  within  the  family  of  Labor,  the  AFL-CIO,  namely 
the  voluntarism  of  affiliation  of  local  unions  with  the  respective  central  bodies 
even  though  the  same  central  bodies  are  created  by  central  affiliate  structure  of 
the  125  international  unions  whose  more  than  60,000  local  unions  are  scattered 
among  the  jurisdictions  of  the  50  states  and  territories. 

We  continue  to  recognize  that  the  same  arguments  are  always  before  us  —  that 
states  should  make  their  programs  so  attractive  that  no  local  union  can  resist  its 
own  voluntary  affiliation;  that  compulsory  affiliation  of  local  unions  with  central 
bodies  as  part  of  the  standards  of  affiliation  of  the  international  unions  with  the 
AFL-CIO  would  only  mean  domination  of  those  central  bodies  by  the  AFL-CIO 
itself  of  certain  international  unions  or  to  the  AFL-CIO  itself,  and  this  in  turn 
would  mean  control  of  organizational  operations  within  the  central  bodies  by 
the  principal  funding  agencies. 

We  further  note,  however,  that  the  approximate  average  50%  affiliation  record 
of  local  union  memberships  with  local  and  state  central  bodies  across  the  nation 
means  that  those  that  do  affiliate  with  central  bodies,  together  with  their  officers 
and  leadership,  are  considerably  weaker  than  what  the  disadvantages,  if  any,  of  a 
system  of  compulsory  or  automatic  affiliation  might  bring  with  it  to  state  and  local 
area  labor  affairs. 

We  cannot,  however,  afford  any  longer  to  suffer  under  a  concept  of  open-shop 
voluntarism  in  any  segment  of  the  family  of  Labor.  We  also  note  that  there  are 
middle-of-the-road  steps  that  can  insure  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  central  bodies, 
retaining  a  large  degree  of  local  or  statewide  responsibility  and  grass-roots  auton- 
omy, while  generally  raising  the  standards  across  the  nation  of  community  and 
statewide  labor  bodies  by  minimum  AFL-CIO  support  and  controls. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  call  upon  the  AFL-CIO  as  well  as  all  state  and  large  city 
central  bodies,  for  support  of  this  call,  to  establish  a  pattern  of  affiliation  including 
compulsory  affiliation  of  all  local  unions  with  both  their  state  and  local  central 
bodies  through  the  direct  affiliation  of  all  members  of  all  AFL-CIO  international 
unions. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   18 

COPE 

We  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  have  long  recognized  the  neces- 
sity for  active  participation  in  the  field  of  politics  both  on  the  state  and  national 
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level.  As  responsible  citizens  of  the  respective  communities,  we  are  cognizant  of 
our  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  in  turn  to 
impart  this  knowledge  to  our  fellow  citizens. 

Whereas:  The  legislative  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Great  and  General  Court  affect  the  destiny  of  all  our  members  thereby  making  it 
imperative  that  our  concern  be  shown  by  continuous  political  activity,  and 

Whereas:  Organized  labor  must  continue  an  active  and  effective  political  pro- 
gram, and 

Whereas:  1970  is  an  election  year,  and  our  active  participation  is  imperative, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  we  urge  the  voter  registration  of  all  members 
and  their  families  and  their  participation  in  all  elections,  and 

We  realize  the  necessity  for  the  solidification  of  our  members  to  defeat  the 
threat  of  fragmentation  of  our  strength,  and 

We  ask  our  members  for  their  continued  contributions  to  the  request  for  COPE 
dollars,  and 

We  affirm  organized  labor's  traditional  policy  of  avoiding  entangling  alliances 
with  any  group  and  of  supporting  worthy  candidates  regardless  of  party  affiliation. 

Collectively  working  together  in  the  interest  of  our  fellow  man,  your  Committee 
on  Political  Action  can  help  insure  the  election  of  our  friends  and  the  defeat  of 
our  enemies. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   19 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Proposed  by  National  AFL-CIO  and  Approved  by  Executive  Council  of 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 

1.  Article  HI,  Section  4,  the  last  paragraph  of  the  section  is  amended  by  adding 
the  following  to  the  end  thereof: 

"An  organization  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  may  be 
suspended  or  expelled  upon  conviction  or  written  charges,  after  due  notice  and 
hearing,  of  having  engaged  in  conduct  or  a  course  of  activity  hostile  or  con- 
trary to  the  best  interests  of  this  Council  or  contrary  to  this  Constitution." 

2.  Article  IV,  Section  2,  the  last  sentence  is  eliminated  and  the  following  sen- 
tence is  inserted  in  place  thereof: 

"The  convention  call,  including  the  time  and  place  of  the  convention,  shall  be 
sent  to  all  affiliates  not  less  than  sixty  (60)  nor  more  than  seventy-five  (75) 
days  prior  to  the  convention." 

3.  Article  IV,  Section  3  (b)  is  amended  by  adding  the  following  new  sentence: 
"Notice  of  special  conventions  must  be  given  to  affiliates  not  more  than  seventy- 
five  (75)  days  prior  to  the  convention." 

4.  Article  IV,  Section  4,  is  deleted  and  the  following  new  Section  4  is  inserted 
in  place  thereof: 

(4)  "Local  unions  shall  have  their  representation  and  votes  in  conventions 
based  upon  the  average  monthly  membership  on  which  per  capita  tax 
payments  were  made  for  the  twelve  (12)  month  base  period  ending  with 
the  month  prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  convention  call." 
Where  affiliation  occurred  during  this  twelve  month  base  period  the  aver- 
age membership  shall  be  proportionately  reduced  and  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  one-twelfth  of  the  monthly  average  multiplied  by  the  number  of 
months  affiliated  in  said  base  period. 
The  schedule  of  representation  shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  Local  unions,  one  delegate  for  the  first  200  members  or  less,  and  one 
additional  delegate  for  each  additional  200  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

(b)  Local  central  bodies  or  other  subordinate  organizations,  two  dele- 
gates each. 

(c)  Past  Presidents  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  and  Massa- 
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chusetts  Industrial  Union  Council'  and  Massachusetts  State  Labor 

Council  who  are  in  good  standing  with  their  local  union  and  whose 

local  union  is  affiliated  with  the  Council,  shall  be  seated  as  delegates 

in  addition  to  the  representation  as  set  forth  in  Section  4(a)  above.* 

*A  Past  President  who  is  seated  as  a  delegate  under  this  provision 

shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other  delegates  except  he 

shall  not  have  a  vote  unless  he  is  a  regularly  credentialed  delegate 

representing  an  affiliated  organization. 

Except  on  roll  call  votes  each  delegate  shall  have  one  vote.  On  roll  call 

votes  each  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  as  many  votes  as  its  average 

membership  and  delegates  representing  local  central  bodies   and  other 

subordinate  organizations  shall  have  one  vote." 

5.  Article  IV,  Section  5(a)  and  (b)  —  The  words  "sixty  (60)  days"  in  each  of 
these  sections  are  changed  to  "two  months." 

6.  Article  IV,  Section  5(c)  is  deleted  and  the  following  is  substituted  in  place 
thereof: 

(c)  Other  newly  affiliating  locals  must  pay  at  least  three  (3)  months  per  capita 
tax  prior  to  the  end  of  the  Council's  fiscal  year  and  must  be  in  good  stand- 
ing at  the  date  of  the  Convention  to  be  eligible  for  representation  at  the 
Convention. 

7 .  Article  IV,  Section  6,  the  first  paragraph  is  deleted  and  the  following  new 
paragraph  is  put  in  place  thereof: 

"On  a  roll  call  vote  the  votes  of  each  organization,  as  determined  under  Section 
4,  shall  be  divided  among  the  registered  delegates  from  that  organization,  as 
nearly  equal  as  possible  without  fractional  votes,  and  the  local  union  shall 
record  such  allocation  on  the  credential  blank  in  the  space  provided." 

8.  Article  IV,  the  last  sentence  of  Section  12  is  deleted. 

9.  Article  V,  Section  3  is  amended  by  striking  the  word  "secret"  from  said 
section. 

10.  The  second  sentence  of  Article  VII,  Section  3  is  deleted  and  the  following 
new  sentence  is  inserted  in  place  thereof: 

"Any  member  of  the  Executive  Council  failing  to  attend  three  consecutive  reg- 
ular meetings  of  the  Executive  Council,  unless  excused  for  justifiable  reasons, 
shall  have  his  office  declared  vacant  by  the  President  forthwith  after  written 
notice  and  hearing  of  the  officer. 

11.  Article  VII,  Section  4  is  amended  by  adding  the  following  new  paragraph 
to  said  section  4: 

"If  charges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council  are  brought  against  any  affil- 
iated organization  by  another  affiliated  organization  or  by  any  officer  of  the 
Council,  the  President  shall  appoint  a  trial  board  consisting  of  five  (5)  dis- 
interested officers  of  the  Council  to  hear  the  charges  and  report  to  the  Council 
its  findings  and  recommendations  after  a  hearing  where  written  notice  and  the 
charges  have  been  sent  to  the  organization  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to 
the  hearing.  The  Council  by  a  majority  vote  of  its  members  present  shall 
accept,  reject  or  modify  the  findings  and  recommendations  of  the  Trial  Board. 
Appeal  from  the  Council's  decision  may  be  made  to  the  next  Convention  of  the 
Council,  but  the  Council's  action  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  pending 
any  appeal.  Further  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  higher  tribunals  of  the  National 
AFL-CIO  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  Governing  State  Central  Bodies. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 
Housing 

Whereas:  Housing  is  an  acute  and  basic  need  for  many  millions  of  Americans, 
and 

Whereas:  Recent  study  commissions  have  found  that  approximately  one  tenth 
of  the  housing  in  America  is  substandard  and  that  there  must  be  produced  an 
average  of  2XA  millions  units  annually  for  the  next  10  years  to  meet  this  Nation's 
needs;  and 
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Whereas:  The  most  acute  needs  are  to  be  found  among  the  low-wage  earners 
and  poor  people  of  this  country  because  of  steady  destruction  of  low-rent  housing 
and  the  slow  rate  of  addition  to  the  stock  of  low-rent  housing;  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  takes  note  that  some  excellent  programs  have  been  designed  on  the 
national  level  and  approved  by  Congress.  In  giving  our  endorsement  and  support 
to  the  legislation  that  has  been  passed,  we  do  so  with  the  recognition  that  the 
housing  proposals  are  meaningless  without  financing,  and  we  therefore  call  on  the 
Congress  to  provide  full  funding  for  the  programs  they  have  voted;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved:  that  on  the  state  level  we  endorse  and  support  the  moves  for  a  State 
Modernization  Program  (similar  to  the  already  existing  Federal  Modernization 
Program)  for  the  purpose  of  providing  funds  for  the  physical  up-grading  of  state- 
aided  public  housing  projects  via  a  process  that  will  include  the  principle  of  tenant 
participation  in  planning;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved:  that  since  the  inflationary  costs  of  maintaining  and  financing  state- 
aided  public  housing,  combined  with  the  low  and  limited  state  subsidy  for  state- 
aided  public  housing,  has  resulted  in  such  tenants  paying  anywhere  from  $10  a 
month  and  up  more  than  the  low-income  tenants  of  federally-aided  projects  and 
will  probably  result  in  further  increases  of  the  rent  for  these  people  who  can  least 
afford  it. 

This  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  favors 
and  supports  increasing  the  state  subsidy  for  public  housing  to  the  same  level  as 
the  federal  subsidy  for  public  housing,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
President  Maurice  Donahue,  the  House  Speaker  Bartley,  and  the  Committee  on 
Urban  Affairs  Chairman,  Senator  Moakley. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21 
Foreign  Trade  Policy 

Whereas:  The  current  practice  of  foreign  countries  "dumping"  transformers  into 
the  United  States  at  prices  far  lower  than  asked  for  in  their  own  country,  and 

Whereas:  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus  transformers  are  not 
permitted  to  submit  bids  in  foreign  countries  and  thereby  share  in  the  free  and 
fair  trade  opportunities  of  those  countries,  and 

Whereas:  If  the  present  policy  of  dealing  with  foreign  trade  is  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, American  companies  will  be  forced  to  discontinue  the  manufacture  of  large 
custom  built  transformers  be  it 

Resolved  that:  We  will  exert  all  of  our  energies  to  discuss  this  situation  with  our 
Congressional  Representatives  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  that:  We  bring  to  bear  whatever  means  we  have  at  our  disposal  to 
rescind  the  present  policy  allowing  the  one  way  street  approach  in  dealing  with 
foreign  trade,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  that:  A  workable  free  trade  policy  be  established  which  will  be  equal 
to  all  who  wish  to  join  in  the  competition  and  therefore  be  it 

Finally  Resolved  that:  This  convention  adopt  this  resolution  and  supply  what- 
ever manpower  is  necessary  to  implement  the  proper  legislation  to  protect  our 
American  workers  and  their  jobs  from  this  foreign  threat. 

(Submitted  by  Albert  J.  Litano,  B.A.,  I.U.E.  Local  255,  Pittsfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Strikers  Benefits  Bill 

Whereas:  For  the  past  twenty-two  years  our  efforts  to  legislate  a  Strikers  Benefit 
Bill  have  been  futile,  and 
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Whereas:  The  strongest  argument  used  by  the  opposition  is  that  these  benefits 
are  paid  for  entirely  by  the  companies  and 

Whereas:  Many  of  our  legislatures  also  use  this  argument  to  justify  their  op- 
position, and 

Whereas:  These  same  legislatures  have  indicated  support  for  a  Strikers  Benefit 
Bill  provided  a  small  contribution  is  made  by  the  worker,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that:  A  bill  be  submitted  to  the  legislature  for  benefits  payable  to 
strikers  off  their  jobs  four  weeks,  and  oe  it  further 

Resolved  that:  One  quarter  of  one  percent  of  the  workers  wages  be  deducted  to 
help  finance  this  bill  and  that  a  high  and  low  ceiling  be  placed  on  the  fund;  that 
contribution  shall  be  stopped  at  the  high  ceiling  and  shall  begin  when  the  fund 
hits  the  low  ceiling. 

(Submitted  by  Albert  J.  Litano,  B.A.,  I.U.E.  Local  255,  Pittsfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23 
Support  of  Union  Insurance  Agents 

Whereas:  Life  Insurance  and  Accident  and  Health  policies  and  Group  Life  In- 
surance and  Group  Accident  and  Health  policies  are  available  from  union  agents. 

Be  it  resolved:  That  unions  and  union  members  purchase  Life  Insurance  and 
Accident  and  Health  Insurance  as  well  as  Group  Life  and  Accident  and  Health 
Insurance  from  union  agents  of  the  Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the 
lohn  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.,  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Co.  and  Union  Labor  Life. 

(Submitted  by  the  Insurance  Workers  International  Union  Local  36,  AFL-CIO, 
Murray  Nerman,  President.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24 
Workmen's  Compensation 

Whereas:  Workmen's  Compensation  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
an  incapacitated  worker  to  subsist  at  a  reasonable  standard  during  the  period  of 
his  incapacity,  and 

Whereas:  A  worker  who  is  unable  to  work  is  compensated  at  rates  in  effect  at 
the  time  of  his  injury  regardless  of  later  increases  in  compensation  benefits,  neces- 
sitated by  increased  living  standards  far  below  the  poverty  level,  and 

Whereas  the  12th  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council  Convention 
passed  Resolution  No.  38  and  Senate  Bill  260  was  filed  to  take  care  of  these 
injured  workers,  but  was  not  enacted, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved:  That  the  number  one  item  on  the  Mass.  Labor  Coun- 
cil Legislative  Program  be  to  refile  Senate  Bill  260,  and  see  that  it  is  enacted,  so 
that  injured  workers  may  obtain  monetary  benefits  enacted  subsequent  to  their 
injury. 

(Submitted  by  Warren  E.  Houle,  Recording  Secretary,  U.S.A.,  Local  3274, 
Worcester.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  25 
France's  Embargo  on  Israel 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  deeply  con- 
cerned with  the  security  and  safety  of  the  democratic  State  of  Israel,  particularly 
with  the  embargo  of  arms  by  the  Republic  of  France,  which  constitutes  a  direct 
threat  to  Israel's  safety  as  a  sovereign  nation  and  people,  and 

Whereas:  The  Government  of  France  has  concluded  a  large  arms  and  aircraft 
contract  with  an  Arab  government  fiercely  hostile  to  Israel,  now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls  upon 
the  Government  of  France  to  end  its  one  sided  embargo  against  the  State  of  Israel 
and  to  deliver  the  aircraft  paid  for  in  full  by  Israel  so  that  it  can  restore  the  bal- 
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ance  of  power  in  the  Middle  East  so  vital  to  the  security  of  the  Free  World. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Milano,  Manager,  Northern  New  England  District  Coun- 
cil, Henry  Brides,  Local  24,  ILGWU,  Marchie  LaGrasta,  Pres.,  ILGWU  District 
Council,  Philip  Kramer,  ILGWU,  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  26 
U.  S.  Peace  Efforts 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  in  full  agree- 
ment with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  in  its  sincere  attempt  to 
bring  peace  in  the  Middle  East  so  fraught  with  danger  to  international  security,  and 

Whereas:  The  Cease-Fire  proposals  of  Secretary  of  State  William  Rogers,  have 
been  accepted  by  the  State  of  Israel,  the  Kingdom  of  Jordan  and  the  United  Arab 
Republic,  and 

Whereas:  We  believe  the  issues  dividing  the  State  of  Israel  and  its  Arab  neigh- 
bors can  be  resolved  in  the  spirit  and  service  of  peace,  now  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  support  the 
efforts  of  the  United  States  Government  to  bring  about  a  just  solution  of  the  con- 
flict without  jeopardy  to  the  State  of  Israel  and  to  pursue  this  effort  to  bring  about 
face  to  face  negotiations  as  the  parties  of  the  conflict  must  be  parties  to  the  settle- 
ment, and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  opposes  undue 
outside  pressure  on  Israel  to  withdraw  from  any  territories  it  is  now  administering 
without  a  contractual  peace  settlement  and  calls  upon  the  U.  S.  Government  to 
continue  its  support  and  supply  of  arms  to  Israel  in  the  case  all  attempts  for  a 
just  settlement  should  fail. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Milano,  Manager,  Northern  New  England  District  Coun- 
cil, Henry  Brides,  Local  24,  ILGWU,  Marchie  LaGrasta,  Pres.,  ILGWU  District 
Council,  Philip  Kramer,  ILGWU,  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 
Soviet  and  Arab  Anti-Semitism 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  against  all 
forms  of  religious  and  civil  persecution  by  any  government  or  people  and  notes 
with  revulsion  the  persecution  by  the  Soviet  and  Arab  Governments  of  its  Jewish 
citizens  which  culminated  in  the  horrifying  mass  hangings  in  public  by  Iraq  of 
Christians,  Moslems  and  Jews,  and 

Whereas:  The  Jewish  citizens  of  Soviet  Russia  and  the  Arab  countries  are 
deprived  of  their  basic  civil  rights,  a  condition  akin  to  the  period  of  Nazi  Germany, 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls  upon 
the  Governments  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Egypt,  Syria  and  Iraq  to  bring  to  an  im- 
mediate end  their  inhuman  and  uncivilized  suppression  of  their  Jewish  minorities 
often  culminating  in  imprisonment  and  torture  only  because  of  their  enmity  to 
Israel,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Arab  Governments,  particularly  Iraq, 
which  have  pledged  to  the  entire  civilized  world  but  do  not  fulfill  this  promise,  to 
allow  all  those  of  the  Jewish  faith  who  wish  to  emigrate,  to  do  so  immediately  with- 
out confiscation  of  their  property  or  hindrances  as  permitted  by  all  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  world,  and  to  the  end,  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  adheres  to 
the  policy  of  supporting  the  Histadrut,  Israel's  Federation  of  Labor,  so  that  this 
democratic  trade  federation  can  assist  in  the  absorption  of  those  who  may  find 
it  possible  to  depart  from  the  countries  of  oppression  and  bestiality. 

(Submitted  by:  Edward  Milano,  Manager,  N.  E.  District  Council  ILGWU,  Henry 
Brides,  Local  24,  ILGWU,  Marchie  LaGrasta,  Pres.,  ILGWU  District  Council, 
Philip  Kramer,  ILGWU,  and  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  28 
Cooperation  by  Office  Staff 

Whereas:  The  secretarial  staff  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  has 
throughout  the  years  been  most  competent  in  carrying  out  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  them,  and 

Whereas:  Mrs.  Balough,  Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Dinn,  and  Mrs.  Ryan  have  at  all 
times  completed  tasks  other  than  those  of  regular  duties,  and 

Whereas:  In  the  recent  campaign  they  handbilled  political  literature  at  Summer 
and  Washington  Street  for  Senator  Donahue  and  have  done  sundry  other  duties 
in  concert  with  secretarial  duties  during  this  campaign,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  be  recorded  as  recognizing  the  dedication  of  the 
office  staff  to  the  principles  of  cooperation. 

(Submitted  by  John  A.  Callahan,  COPE  Director,  and  delegate  from  IBEW 
Local  326,  Lawrence.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  29 
Unemployment  Compensation 

Whereas:  That  Unemployment  Compensation  be  paid  to  employees  hired  to 
work  full  time  who  during  slack  periods  work  24  or  32  hours  a  week  be  paid 
Unemployment  Compensation  in  lump  sum  if  said  employee  worked  less  than  2,080 
hours  in  a  calendar  year.  That  each  paid  holiday,  and  each  paid  vacation  day  be 
computed  as  8  hours  work  and  each  hour  work  overtime  be  computed  as  hours 
worked. 

(Submitted  by  President  Joseph  R.  Chabot,  U.S.A.  Local  3654,  Whitinsville, 
Recording  Secretary  William  Prior  and  Russ  Rajotte) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  30 
Pensions 

Whereas:  That  House  of  Representative  Bill  H.  4234  to  require  that  all  pen- 
sion funds  in  private  business  or  industry  be  insured.  Said  bill  filed  with  Massa- 
chusetts State  Legislature  in  1970.  That  said  bill  be  reconsidered. 

(Submitted  by  President  Joseph  R.  Chabot,  U.S.A.  Local  3654,  Whitinsville, 
and  Recording  Secretary  William  Prior.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  31 

Support  of  Union  Food  Stores 

Whereas:  The  employees  of  Union  Food  Stores  in  this  area  are  enjoying  condi- 
tions equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  and 

Whereas:  The  members  of  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  should  purchase 
products  made  in  America  and  should  purchase  their  food  in  any  of  the  organized 
food  stores  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  The  following  food  stores  have  contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions  in 
Massachusetts: 

First  National  Stores,  Inc. 
Stop  &  Shop,  Inc. 
Elm  Farm  Foods  Company 
Supreme  Markets,  Inc. 
Capitol  Supermarkets,  Inc. 
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Folsom's  Market 

Blair's  Foodland 

Mai's  Market 

Popular  Markets 

Burlington  I.G.A.  Stores 

Bridgewater  I.G.A.  Stores 

New  England  Food  Fair  Stores,  Inc. 

Lodgen's  Markets,  Inc. 

Great  Scott  Stores,  Inc. 

Chelmsford  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 

Malder  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 

Lee  Supermarkets 

Shelburne  Falls  Food  Freezer  Lockers 

Growers  Outlet  Stores,  Inc. 

Almacs,  Inc.,  Bellingham  and  Fairhaven 

A  &  P  Stores  in  Taunton  and  in  Western  Mass. 

Fall  River  Packing  Co.,  Fall  River 

Austins  Meat  Stores,  Inc.,  of  New  Bedford  and  Fall  River 
Whereas:  The  members  of  organized  labor  should  cooperate  with  Union  Mem- 
bers working  in  Union  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Annual  Convention 
assembled  in  Boston  do  hereby  go  on  record  in  the  passage  of  this  Resolution 
endorsing  the  campaign  of  the  Food  Store  Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get  all  mem- 
bers to  shop  in  Union  Food  Stores  in  their  home  areas,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Convention  bring  the  request 
made  in  this  Resolution  back  to  their  own  Locals  at  their  next  meetings,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  so  that  the  Local  Officers  will  have 
a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  ask  their  members  when 
shopping  in  Food  Stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 

BE  UNION!  BUY  UNION!  SHOP  UNION! 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32 
Unfair  Food  Stores 

Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-Union  Retail  Food  Stores  are  in 
direct  competition  with  Union  Food  Stores,  and 

Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-Union  Food  Stores  are  under- 
mining the  wages  and  working  conditions  of  Union  members,  and 

Whereas:  The  attitude  of  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-Union  Food  Stores  is 
strongly  anti-Union  and  should  be  deplored  by  members  of  organized  labor  every- 
where, and 

Whereas:  Non-Union  Food  Stores  in  the  Retail  Business  do  not  give  their 
employees  wages  and  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits  comparable  to  those 
given  to  employees  in  Union  Retail  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolu- 
tion, does  hereby  place  the  Star  Market  Co.  on  the  "Unfair — Do  Not  Patronize 
List"  and  does  hereby  request  members  of  organized  labor  not  to  patronize  Star 
Market  Co.  or  any  non-Union  company  but  to  look  for  the  Union  Shop  Card  when 
shopping  in  Retail  Food  Stores  and  shop  where  the  Union  Shop  Card  is  displayed, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  the  Local  Officers  will  have 
a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  will  ask  their  members  when 
shopping  in  food  stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  33 
Protection  of  Migrant  Workers 

Whereas:  Many  Migrant  Workers  are  now  employed  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and 

Whereas :  These  workers  are  employed  in  the  Cranberry  Industry,  working  in  the 
cranberry  bogs,  and 

Whereas:  They  are  also  employed  on  many  farms  throughout  the  State,  and 

Whereas :  Legislation  on  sanitation  and  decent  health  conditions  as  well  as  wages 
should  be  filed  on  behalf  of  these  workers  by  organized  labor  for  their  protection, 
now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  assembled  here  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  does  hereby,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution,  go  on  record  as  in 
favor  of  legislation  similar  to  Federal  legislation  to  protect  these  Migrant  Workers, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  get  together 
with  all  interested  parties  and  to  file  legislation  which  will  protect  Migrant  Workers. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34 
Lifting  of  Weight  by  Women 

Whereas:  For  some  time  the  female  members  of  organized  labor  in  Massachu- 
setts have  been  forced  to  lift  weights  of  40  pounds  and  over,  and 

Whereas:  Many  members  of  the  locals  which  are  engaged  in  the  retail  trade 
which  employs  female  workers  have  objected  to  the  law  as  being  unfair,  and 

Whereas:  Females  should  not  be  required  to  lift  weights  of  this  kind,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  shall  be  empowered  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution  to  file 
legislation  which  will  change  the  State  Law  to  30  pounds  or  less,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  President,  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  be 
empowered  to  call  a  meeting  with  all  interested  parties  prior  to  the  submission  of 
such  legislation  to  cover  this  to  the  General  Court. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35 
Unemployment  Compensation  for  Locked  Out  Workers 

Whereas :  The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  denies  unemployment 
compensation  to  member  of  organized  labor  who  are  locked  out  of  their  jobs  by 
employers,  and 

Whereas:  Unscrupulous  employers,  from  time  to  time,  have  used  this  law  as  an 
economic  weapon  against  the  members  of  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas :  Organized  Labor  should  make  every  effort  to  see  to  it  that  our  members 
are  given  every  protection  under  a  new  law,  and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  its  Legislative 
Department  should  be  the  leader  in  the  fight  against  this  unfair  law  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and 

Whereas:  We  were  defeated  in  our  efforts  in  the  past  session  of  the  legislature 
when  the  Bill  passed  the  House  and  Senate  and  was  vetoed  by  Governor  Francis 
Sargent,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  empowered  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution  to  use  every 
means  at  the  command  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  to 
bring  about  the  successful  passage  of  this  new  law,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  prior  to  the  submission  of  the  legislation  to  the 
General  Court,  the  President  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  legal  advisors  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  all  other  interested  parties  so  that 
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this  legislation  can  be  drawn  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  of  the  Local  Unions  which 
are  members  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  members  of 
the  General  Court  when  it  convenes  in  1971. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  36 
Union  Label  Show 

Whereas:  The  Union  Industry  Show  of  the  AFL-CIO  is  one  of  the  greatest  media 
of  advertising  for  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas:  When  it  was  held  in  Boston  in  1952  the  show  was  attended  by  a  tre- 
mendous number  of  people  who  for  the  first  time  were  indoctrinated  in  the  opera- 
tion of  Labor  Unions,  and 

Whereas:  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the  Show  again  be  held  in  this  Stronghold 
of  the  AFL-CIO,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  invite  the  Union  Industry  Show  to  Boston,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Officers  and  Executive  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  requested  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  bring  the  Show  to  Boston. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37 
Support  of  Department  Heads 

Whereas:  The  Departments  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  have  done  a  remarkable  job  in  taking  care  of  the  activity  and  business  of  the 
Council,  and 

Whereas:  James  A.  Broyer,  Legislative  Director,  Albert  G.  Clifton,  Legislative 
Consultant,  John  A.  Callahan,  COPE  Director,  and  Gerard  Kable,  Public  Rela- 
tions Director,  are  carrying  on  their  work  in  such  a  way  that  they  bring  much 
credit  and  prestige  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  by  their 
combined  good  work,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  does  hereby  go  on  record  as  endorsing  their  good  work 
and  does  hereby  compliment  them  for  a  job  well  done,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  assembled  in 
Boston  does  give  them  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  38 
Amend  State  Labor  Relations  Act 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Labor  Relations  Act  is  only  applicable  to  nurses 
and  nonprofessional  employees  of  nonprofit  institutions,  and 

Whereas:  Thousands  of  professional  employees  including  teachers,  social 
workers  and  dieticians  are  excluded  from  the  coverage  of  the  law  and  thus  denied 
the  legal  right  to  engage  in  collective  bargaining,  now 

Therefore  It  Be  Resolved:  That  the  Executive  Council  cause  to  be  filed  legisla- 
tion for  the  year  1971  to  amend  the  Labor  Relations  Act  to  provide  coverage  for  all 
employees  of  nonprofit  institutions. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  39 
Require  Time  Clocks 

Whereas:  In  order  to  protect  the  working  people  of  Massachusetts  employers 
should  be  required  to  use  time  clocks,  and 

Whereas:  If  this  was  done,  employees  would  have  a  correct  record  of  the  hours 
they  are  required  to  work  because  they,  themselves,  would  punch  time  cards  at  a 
time  clock,  and 

Whereas:  Employers  who  employ  more  than  20  people  would  then  be  forced  to 
pay  their  employees  for  all  hours  listed  on  the  time  clock  including  hours  over 
40  hours  per  week,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Convention  go  on  record  as  in  favor  of 
legislation  on  this  subject  and  the  Executive  Officers  and  the  Legislative  Department 
by  the  passage  of  this  resolution  through  this  Convention  be  instructed  to  file 
legislation  on  this  matter  with  the  General  Court  for  1971. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  40 
Protect  Consumers 

Whereas:  Legislation  was  filed  with  the  General  Court  by  this  Council  setting  up 
an  Advisory  Council  on  Consumer  Protection  in  the  Food  and  Drug  Department 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  of  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for 
the  protection  of  the  consuming  public,  and 

Whereas:  Our  legislation  was  inserted  in  legislation  proposed  by  a  recess  com- 
mission which  had  been  set  up  in  order  to  investigate  the  slaughtering  of  certain 
animals,  and 

Whereas:  We  are  carrying  on  a  continuous  campaign  for  the  protection  of  the 
consumers,  and 

Whereas:  Inadequate  resources  are  available  to  State  Government  for  the  pro- 
tection thereof,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  Legislation  be  introduced  in  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  consumer  in  all  phases  of  con- 
sumer's products. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  41 

Cover  Employees  of  Non-Proiit  Institutions 
Under  Unemployment  Compensation  Act 

Whereas:  President  Nixon  signed  a  bill  under  which  Unemployment  Insurance 
will  be  extended  to  about  Four  Million,  Seven  Hundred  Thousand  (4,700,000) 
more  workers  which  also  covers  these  non-profit  institutions  such  as  hospitals  and 
colleges,  which  will  cover  about  Nine  Hundred  Forty  Thousand  (940,000)  em- 
ployees. However,  the  new  law  cannot  be  effective  without  the  cooperation  of  the 
individual  states. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  Convention,  being  held  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel  on  September  9,  10, 
and  11,  1970  go  on  record  as  supporting  a  bill  to  put  the  non-profit  institutions 
under  the  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  to  coincide  with  the  new  Federal 
Unemployment  Compensation  for  non-profit  institutions. 

(Submitted  by  Joseph  Stefani,  Mary  A.  Stefani,  Cooks  and  Pastry  Cooks, 
Local  186,  Boston) 


